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Chapter 6 necti on 1 a 

1'/iE FI~ST l'!lESBYTER I AlI C~CUI'l' ~ I Dh'!l - .,6J~ ~ ~ 

" Of the persons mos t prominent in the ear l y hie;tor~' o-f our 

pionee r BJlCestry . speci a l men ti on should be mb-de of Dr . J ohn Cr a ig •. 

for the reaSOll that he exertod so mut.:h telling influence upou t l.e 

iJ.'J.ed1ete l iTes of those persons r;ho pi onee red the COlU1t i es of 

i'Ocehon t es . lireebbrier I I.lonroe nlld kanot','ha • .tie 1s moreOT"e r a type 

of the pers ul1s "'hose names 'vere emualmed by 80 m["ll~ of our ancestors 

\"i tb ell ti:eir hear ts <;ould g i '\"e I "thei r prai ses a nd their teE:rs ." 

Dr . l.:r s i g ,,"'S!;; s master of Arts by g r a dua ti on fr om t h e 

Uni \ersi ty of .rJdinburg , ;;:)cotland. J!l or tVJent~; - fi ve years he mini s t ered 

to the Old St olle L.:hurch, in Augusta county tLel"isburg ) wa l k i ng fi Te 

mi l es to pr esch ciabbatb morning . and ,':hen Indians f'ere t roubles ome 

.. :luld carr s h is 01\TI trusty rifle along \':,i th b ible Rnd Psalm nook. 

OJervices v:ould be g in a t l Oa . m., rece sE'··. ' =or one hour · for lunch 

a t nooD, t hen p r ea(;hing "dDtil s undoYiTl . u ometi1!les on Sa crc mente.l 

Occb.E ions , a cand l e 1':es ne e ded t o read ' .. he cl os ing hymn . 'l'hen BODle 

of the congre ga t i on would ride t en or t r.'e lye I:l iles to the ir homes, 

and af ter doinG up t he houEehold cho r e s . '"Iould g o to be d a t midnight. 

One of his s ermons e till ex t .:nt i6 l ai<1 off in fifty-fin diTiaiona. 

When bradd ock "'aa de feated . c a inly by "he ok1l1ful ml ur.gr.ellt 

of Pont i ac in 1 754 . t hue lea ving e ll weB t of the .II1ue !lidg e 
uov.n t .1 • ns expose d t o l !ldl nll inoursi ons, the i nhabitants i n utter 

COlls tem_ti on we "e talkin!? " bout flipt 
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r o yer th e l'l Olultni n n tOI'/8,'d 1I1111 c r.:l Aburg . 0 0 (IE' to be nea r t h e ae !;' t 

of goYernme n t. and the ~nfety 1 t ir.lpl ied, 'l'he unduunted preacher 

r as opp ose d to a ll such schemes . In his journal he thus writes : 

" I p ppose 't het scheme as 8 seundal t o our n e tion , felling 

be l o\"." our brave ances tors. in ocotl alld J IJ&l: ing our eelves a 

reproach among Virg inians , e dishonor to our f'r l ena.s at h ome. en 

€. yidence of cO\va rd:i ce , went of fai th aHd noble ~hristian depen dance 

on tiod as a ble to E(;. "\e and de l i ve r l'rom the hen then; e nd VI i thel~ 

e la st ing b l ot f oreye r on e ll our p os t eri ty . II 

'I'his va liant old soldier of t,·,o belUlers, - t he benner of the 

Cr oss , and the b5nner of civil end relig i ous fr eedom.-edvise d the 

erecti on of forts . In h is journal be \'!rites: l1lJ.y o\"'Il flock r equir ed 

me t J g:> before them in the "J ork, \"Ihich I did cheerfully , though 

it cos t me on e - third of my es tate; but the people follov.'ei me f.nd 

my c oneregat i oll in l ess than tWO months wes we ll fortified ." 

There a re a nUJ:lber )f pe ople 11 vin/? in .t'oeahon.as today 

whose .' s.nc:e s tors ass i s te d in the erection of the fort s referred to. 

Hi th such sn example , h is people r.18inteined their homes most 

bravely through all of t h e r i ery trials of thp.. period so eventful 

ill ... ·€E.ul ts , as i-ar reaching as t he civilized rorld and eTan to the ,.. 

regions beyond . ..ha . rem"ins of this be ave patriots reoorded vle .. s 

indi c&te s .he. his Via , a mind characterized b," keen , praotica1 

sa"ecity , generous sellUme:1ts, and judicious magnifioenoe of 

r e, .• oning powers . lienee it "ss he correctly ap reelsted ~he aot_1 

needs , edV&lltages, perils and prospects 01' his surroundill€'B. 



ObLU60 1ndond mun t. 1)0 on a "~th o 1'11 118 to 

splondid , ''' ~)jdeL'ful in Bueh 0 mi ll, g uided V('l 

)lerco1ve uooo tt.i!l[t: 

he h nd ' Jeen U),' c. 

... n t e \'/i ldB of t he Jrcl.m ill ..lreltllld to h iS ploco of ear·: i ". i h 

Vir.,illiS va lle y • .before l envin l'" lrcllll ,d . end hil .. c v' e frequentl:1 

pTt.. ;y inc- f or lJivlne g Uiduuce ,','he re to to , he had t.. drer:..M t hltt 

pr )foundly Iml)re sse d hin t and it vms e'"er v i v id in h ie:. t:'IeDor~ . 

After cor.limg to Ar.ie rica he followed the s trBnm of ir.'J:l. i t rElti on up 

the valley of vir g inia unti l he enoe to l!'ort Vafiance . n l ocal ity 

the t corresponded to his dr ea m. tie at once se l ected it as a pl~ce 

1'0:;" his home , where he dl·'eIt , lali ored. died a nd \"}f,S bur i e d • 

.!:IoDored for a ll tine ue hiz mem rn·:7 . J.J.ey h iE:; e:-:r>r:ple of l i::e end fej th 

like e ll" the actions of the jua t , 

i5mell 5l','ec t and blo. Earn i n the dus t. II 

The people upon whom such influencee of l i ving clld pr ae t icilJf 

v'ere exerte d , e nd from ,,'hoee habll.oations i n vi nc.;ible de f Enue:TS 

\' ent to vunquish foeme n l ike Pont i ac , Loga n and Cornsta lk, end 

f mous generals from Europe , were ma i nl y of Seotch - lrish extrA <.: t jou . 

The ~cottish -:V i r e: i nian6 came !or the most per t becaUE.e there V'€-E f, 

ID sc inn t.i::>11 i n t he r oominess and l iberty that a nev' re &- lm prom1E:es . 

Moreover t here was some thi n g at t ract i 'Ve for such i n quis i tive , 

dari ng peop l e in t he adventuTcS on d dr.l1Eer' ttt, t i:> oouu;ied . 

And they "'emained the st<me wlyielding charE. cterR ... hather 

contendi ng for ~h rist F.nd Iiis coven"nt in t he old \ orld cmong the 

liromp i an n1l.1ls . or recl a iming the -'Allr· ghonles of the neW . 

unrest r a i n ed by redeeming g race . these people .-ere of fiery 

free - s:1" - cesy . epo rtlOvill@. fnllBJlt. fi ehti1:g at the drop or B het. 

r &dng h ors e s . p15.,1111:' n t oRrol ... lndulg1111l' in "'Mske), frealy a8 
• 

v:" t e r . 8v'es:-lng I'i th nIl e1:lphasi8 11d rhetorioal jingle truly 
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",1 t ll rdsplsndsnt 'virtues of persollul (;hl~rcc te r en. '-' vlhen in,i i vldua I s 

be..::sme pi.Jus it ""55 no t half - way d Oing s \- ' i th them . 

Iu the ir relig ion tl'e l' Uli " a ne phl.se hed prece dence , a n d 

sa they believe d und ,','ere sure t hat Lrod ubho'"s . 
u " 81U v'it h no d e g re e 

of allol .... anc e and deale ~ t er111y end r i ght eous l y wi th unrepen tent 

siIDlers. Their belief- in t he Vev i ne sovere i gnty Tas as much to 

i mbue t hem wi th that mu' e lant ing per s i s tence under difficul ti e s 

t he t so eminentl y p r epe.re J. them f or the par t the ~: \,,:e re l ed by 

!'Ir viden tiel gUi dance to peri0rrn I in subd ueing the pe t h l e s s v;11der ­

ness and formiD6 new s t ates . 

:rhe mothers wer e keepers at home , teaching t he chi l dren ud 

the SerV6!.lt s t he cate chi sm . and a ttending chur ch once e. n Ollt h , 

more or le ss es op ortuni ty presente d itse lf. 'l'bese robust, home 

loving t s\";e e t - soul e d l adies wr ote no books I re c ited no poems nor 

r ead e ssays, ye t "'ere n0ne the l ess fitted to d o the ir all i mportan t 

part i n p l ac i ng deep and fi rml y t he foundati ons of the institutions , 

ci,il end rel i giouE t hat a r e the precious heir1 00me of their 

descendants. 

'l'he c ompiler of the se P ocah on tas sketches .. ill remembe". 

a nd heuring of pa rties in his younger da;; . , "ho brought t heir 

affa i r s t o !l haPP:I under s tanding b:l the means a f the h ymn 

the Jli ble. One morni ng before ~ e rvi ce B tegall ill one of t ile 

t he Valley churohes a youth~l, ennmored membe r poll t ely ha~ 

his hymn book to a lady friend in the pe~ j ust be f ore hl., 

pi n s tuo k in t he 8~ 

r eE d t hese 

mi ne 
IAJ 11re ... 



1'11:.' prosonoe throueb m 
journey s hi ne 

Alld crov'n my journeys end ." 

The sount; lad~' i n plne e of bluAh in" and 
" wh i sper ll lg"fhis i s 60 

'ud '.n ," took anoth e r plan, f or she 
seemed to J:nov' e t once of II 

th( tt . ~ld Lee t t h e eme r gency in k i nd fond enal.l e her t o 
,i , e s good aE be " ha d sent . rletUln1i ng the book "'i th t he se l fsame 

lin : or a p ainter. he r end the r e in as fo l l o.'e : 

.. All t ha t I am and e ll t hat I heve 

Shall be fo r e ver thiHe . 

Iih a te1 er my du ty b i ds me g jve 

Lly willing hends r es1,<11 ." 

nhere n ow ma~ be seen beaut i f ul f nr mu 8!ld SUbE t f.:.n tj 61 

lo a Ses ';leJ.-e .)11(;(' th€ log cabin, the li 116 e Y -\"1 01ce~,1 1 tr..e E;h ort t;0vn, 

'r. e h unting shi rts , the pa ck horse , the s i mple living, the deer 

,nd the rifle, th e field s of f l a x, the loom r,nd spinning Y'heel; 

m ci v'i tb t.hem the s trict a ttent i on to ", OiHb t o (,;h ur ~h, the rell dlng 

of t h e llible , and keep ing ~abbath from the beg inn ing to the end 

of the day; tbe s ing i n g if hymns oold sacre d s011ge , all 

pres en t Ii beau~lful picture of enterpri s e; econocy, and re.L:s4 

l a ying the foundation of 800iet1_ 

J.i'rOl!l --History f)f .PO'. 
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